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Good Afternoon...
 
It would seem that “winter” is over and almost summer-like weather has returned to our fair state. 
Guess I’ll put the turtleneck shirts away… unworn… this year.  Since I live in Florida permanently… 
they seem to be a pleasant fall/winter memory… but I still won’t let them go… “just in case!”
 
Once again… lots of news from FSGS.  Were you aware that FSGS is partnering with the Florida 
Historical Society on many levels such as records sharing; publication of articles for newsletters; 
announcement of events; research support; and future projects?  Take a careful look at their online 
catalog… http://myfloridahistory.org/library.  There’s a growing collection of early Florida records. The 
society was begun in 1856.  Through the years they have accumulated many original documents.  
 
This year the Florida History Society annual 3-day conference will be held at the Hyatt Regency in 
Tampa, May 24-26.  They will be presenting well-known Florida speakers; tours of the Tampa Bay 
History Center and Henry Plant Museum; banquets and other social gatherings.  You can check on this 
at their website… http://myfloridahistory.org/.  Click on the "2012 conference" button on the right side 
of the website. Not all of the information is there yet, but keep checking.  
 
From our Pioneer Chair, Susan Jones, the Pioneer Committee meeting will take place at 10 am, May 5, 
2012 at the Leesburg Library, 100 East Main Street, Leesburg, FL.  This is mandatory for Pioneer 
Committee members; FSGS Board members are invited to attend.  Training on applications will be 
provided. Susan needs to know who will be attending by March 23rd.   
 
Pioneer Applications are due by June 30th.  There are some changes on application.  The application 
fee has been increased to $45.00.  It includes one certificate and one Pioneer Descendant pin; additional 
certificates and pins are $5.00 each.  Membership in FSGS is no longer required, however, we are 
encouraging each applicant to become a member for the benefits FSGS provides.  These changes are 
reflected in the newly revised Applicant’s Workbook now on the FSGS website.
 
Pioneer files will be moved from the storage shed in Cocoa to the Florida Historical Society in Cocoa. 
This will be a cost-effective move and the Pioneer files will be in a more climate-controlled space.  We 
will be partnering with the FHS to digitize the Pioneer files.  Although this will take a while, when it is 
completed, the Pioneer files will be accessible on the FSGS website in the Members Only section.
 
Florida Genealogist Editor Cori Downing is always looking for new articles for the journal… 
particularly those about your Florida ancestors or your Florida history.  Discovery of a better way to do 
your genealogy also makes a great article… or something special you or your society are doing. 
Share… my friends!  We have a terrific genealogy community here in Florida and we shouldn’t keep 
that a secret!  Contact Cori at ckd79duke@cfl.rr.com.”  
 
Webmaster Patti Martin is trying to get a correct list of Florida liaisons… and we need the help of every 
society to get this done.  Remember the new Liaison program?  FSGS wants to work more closely with 
every society… and we’re asking that your society appoint a liaison to submit items to FSGS about 
what you’re doing… share the monthly news of the member e-mails… and be the contact person for 
events, etc. from FSGS.  Patti has e-mailed all societies about appointing a liaison and setting up a 
society liaison e-mail.  If you haven’t been notified, please contact Patti at webmaster@flsgs.org. Let’s 
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move this new program along!  The possibilities are fabulous for all of us!
 
An interesting note from Trustee Doug Burnett… the Central Brevard Library in Cocoa, FL will be 
offering a free lecture series “American History NOT for Dummies”, 1-3 pm, Tuesdays, April 3rd - 
May 29th at the Central Brevard Library.  Shocked by how little most Americans know about their 
country's rich history, George Khoury, a Florida based historian, author, speaker and educator hopes to 
challenge and entertain his listeners by offering a series of lectures covering a wide range of American 
history related topics FREE to the public.  BUT, don't plan on this being a boring textbook history 
lesson, as Mr. Khoury will entertain you with fascinating stories drawn from his personal research with 
rarely used diaries, letters, government records and family interviews. For more information call the 
library @ 321-633-1794
 
Carlos Ruth, Membership Chair, reported that his local society, Genealogical Society of Palm Beach 
County, posted 67,000 searchable burials in the five municipal cemeteries of Palm Beach County at 
www.gensocofpbc.org.  How about your society?  What are you doing… and can your project benefit 
Florida?  Let me know.      
 
Short Notes…
You’ll be hearing more very soon about the new Technology-Outreach program in the set-up stage at 
FSGS. The program will help societies with technology and providing webinars.  More to come on 
this!
Please note that FSGS is no longer accepting book donations or newsletter/quarterly exchanges.  Please 
make sure your society removes our address from your publication mailing list.
Our Tallahassee address is no longer in use. Please make sure all your correspondence to FSGS is sent 
to our new address: P. O. Box 940927, Maitland, FL 32794-0927.
The Conference Committee is working diligently on the fall conference.  Count on a big announcement 
in May.
 
‘Tis all for this month.  I’ll be out of town from March 29th to April 16th.  Believe it or not…  a girl 
friend and I are headed for Africa! … southern Africa including South Africa… Zimbabwe… 
Botswana…!  I’m determined to ride an elephant somewhere along the way!  Imagine that on my 
resume!  See you in April!


